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 Sermons in Stone  
Butterfield and The Cathedral of The Isles in Context  

Friday 15 to Sunday 17 October 2010  
The weekend will open on Friday evening with music of the period using the Cathedral’s collection of historic 
instruments and conclude on Sunday with a Sung Eucharist.  
 
The conference will be held on Saturday 16 October between 10.00am and 5.00pm approximately.  
 
Confirmed speakers include Dr Tristram Clarke, John Gifford, Simon Green, Yvonne Hillyard, Canon Allan 
MacLean, Professor Michael Moss and John Sanders.  
 
This conference is a partnership between the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland and the College. 

 

THE CATHEDRAL OF THE ISLES 
The Cathedral and College owe their existence to the vision of their patron and founder, the Hon. G F Boyle, 
later 6th Earl of Glasgow. The College buildings and Cathedral date from 1851 and were designed by the 
renowned Victorian architect William Butterfield, whose other works include Keble College Oxford, All Saints 
Margaret Street, London and Melbourne Cathedral.  
 
The Cathedral is the smallest in Britain, seating only 70 people. Despite its size, it is an architectural gem. 
Beautifully proportioned on the outside, its interior contains fine examples of brightly coloured tiles and 
richly-coloured stained glass windows which are hallmarks of Butterfield’s design. The chancel ceiling depicts 
the variety of wild flowers found on the island.  
 
Today the Cathedral is the place of worship for the local Episcopal congregation, and retains its status as one 
of the two Cathedrals of the United Diocese of Argyll and The Isles, the Cathedral of St John the Divine in 
Oban being the principal Cathedral of the Diocese. There is a rich tradition of sacred and classical music, and 
choirs and groups come from near and far to sing and perform in the Cathedral.  
 
 

THE COLLEGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
The College, which adjoins the Cathedral, served for many years as a residential theological college. Today 
the College is one of two retreat centres operated under the auspices of the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles, 
the other being Bishop’s House, Iona.  
 
Set in 8 acres of woods and fields and only five minutes from the sea-front, the College is a unique and 
beautiful place to stay.  

Comfortable accommodation is provided in two buildings, North and South College, flanking the Cathedral. 
There are 16 bedrooms providing accommodation for up to 31 people in a mixture of single, double or twin 
and family rooms, with tea and coffee making facilities in each room. Five of the rooms have en-suite 
facilities, whilst the remainder have wash-hand basins. All rooms have central heating. One room, with its 

mailto:cathedral_cumbrae@btconnect.com


adjacent and private bathroom is specially reserved for disabled guests.  
 
Meals are served in the original Refectory – an attractive room with its high arched ceiling and window. In 
South College there is a large library and reading room. North College has its own separate common room. 
Guests are welcome to make use of the surrounding gardens and woods.  
 
 

SERMONS IN STONE  
For those staying at the College catering will be arranged on full board, half board or bed and breakfast basis. 
Vegetarian and other special diets can be catered for, provided adequate notice is given. Please advise staff 
when booking. The charge for those who attend the Conference on Saturday on a day basis will include a 
buffet lunch and morning and afternoon coffee or tea.  

Sermons in Stone will explore the work of the Cathedral Architect, William Butterfield, and the context of the 
nineteenth century Episcopal Church and its continuing influence.  

The Conference on Saturday 16 October will start at 10.00am and finish around 5.00pm. The charge for the 
conference will be £35 for the day, including refreshments.  

Ferries run from Largs to Cumbrae Slip at 15 and 45 minutes past the hour (last ferry from Cumbrae Slip to 
Largs is at 20.30) and there is a connecting bus service between Cumbrae Slip and the Garrison, from where 
it is a few minutes walk to the Cathedral.  

COSTS 

 

Please send a deposit of to book your place.  Please make cheques payable to Island Retreats Limited or 
complete your credit card details on the attached form.  Full payment is required three weeks before 
commencement of the weekend. 
 
For further information please contact:  
David Todd, Warden 
The College of the Holy Spirit 
College Street 
Millport 
Isle of Cumbrae  KA28 0HE 
Tel: 01475 530353 
Email: cathedral_cumbrae@btconnect.com 
Website: www.island-retreats.org 
 

 

 

The College of The Holy Spirit is managed by Island Retreats Limited 
Diocese of Argyll & the Isles, Scottish Episcopal Church 

VAT Reg: 429 3488 23 • Charity No.: SC 023281 • IR No.: CR 45090 

Conference alone: £35.00 (£10.00 per person deposit required)     

Conference plus Accommodation (£25.00 per person deposit 
required) 

Single  Single  
En-suite 

Double or 
Twin 

Double or  
Twin En-suite 

Conference plus Bed and Breakfast one night £70.00 £85.00 £130.00 £140.00 

Conference plus Bed and Breakfast for two nights £105.00 £135.00 £190.00 £210.00 

Conference plus Dinner, Bed and Breakfast for one night £85.00 £100.00 £150.00 £170.00 

Conference plus Dinner, Bed and Breakfast for two nights £135.00 £165.00 £250.00 £270.00 



The College of The Holy Spirit 
The Cathedral of The Isles, Isle of Cumbrae 

Sermons in Stone Application Form 

 
Title………… Forename……………………………………………….. Surname…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………... Postcode………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
Telephone No…………………………………………………………….. Email……………………………………………………………………..…. 

Non-refundable deposit of £10.00/£25.00* per person 
 
I attach a cheque for £10.00/£20.00/£25.00/£50.00* made payable to Island Retreats Limited* 
Please debit my Debit/Credit Card* with £10.00/£20.00/£25.00/£50.00* 

* Please delete as appropriate                           
Name on Card: 
 
Card Number:  
 
Valid From:            Expiry Date: 
 
3 Digit Security Code (on reverse):  

Please return this form to: David Todd, Warden, The College of The Holy Spirit 
College Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae  KA28 0HE 

Tel: 01475 530353, FAX: 01475 530204 
Email: cathedral_cumbrae@btconnect.com, Web: www.island-retreats.org 

                

            /             / 

 

   

Conference only/Conference plus accommodation* 
Room required:  Single  /  Single En-suite  /  Double  /  Double En-suite  /  Twin  /  Twin En-suite* 
Nights required:  Friday only  /  Saturday only  /  Friday and Saturday* 
Board required:  Bed and Breakfast  /  Dinner, Bed and Breakfast* 

*Please delete as appropriate 
 
Special diet/allergies ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Conference alone: £35.00 (£10.00 per person deposit required)     

Conference plus Accommodation (£25.00 per person deposit 
required) 

Single  Single  
En-suite 

Double or 
Twin 

Double or  
Twin En-suite 

Conference plus Bed and Breakfast one night £70.00 £85.00 £130.00 £140.00 

Conference plus Bed and Breakfast for two nights £105.00 £135.00 £190.00 £210.00 

Conference plus Dinner, Bed and Breakfast for one night £85.00 £100.00 £150.00 £170.00 

Conference plus Dinner, Bed and Breakfast for two nights £135.00 £165.00 £250.00 £270.00 
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